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from cellar to attic must begin. An officer sitting mounted on
the terrace gallops away across the Park at the signal. The
order is broadcast: ' No one in the Palace, including the
doctors, to carry on any correspondence with outside. If
any doctor attempts to leave the Palace, he will be arrested.'
Robert von Dohme recounts the amazing scene that follows.
' Divisions of training battalions approached the Palace at
the double ; round all the terraces was a regular system of
guards with loaded guns. Suddenly the Hussars appeared
at the trot; divisions established themselves at all the gates
of the Park ', the Palace was, in the military sense, hermeti-
cally sealed.... In the dead man's room ... no ceremonial, no
service ... no thought of the religious aspect.'

No religious service, but an immediate post-mortem on
his father's corpse is the order of the new Emperor. Deeply
mortified, the widow pleads in horror with her son to abandon
this indignity. He will not listen. A frenzied appeal to
Dhona, the new Empress, has no success; She cannot
influence her husband. William II means to publish the
verdict of the post-mortem to the world. He knows it
will show the German doctors right from the very first.
His mother and Mackenzie will stand out in the worst
light.

It may be guessed that William is not sole instigator in this
ruthlessness against his mother. And worse persecution is to
follow. Bismarck stands at the shoulder of the young
Emperor. Now that the Englanderin is in the dust the great
Prussian is happy to kick his enemy. Inflict a bruise on her
for every hour of anxiety she has given him 1 In this terrible
moment Empress Frederick calls to the Chancellor as her
husband's chosen champion to come to her aid. ' The Chief'
throws her crumpled letter with scorn into the waste-paper
basket.

Robert von Dohme, a friend of the Empress, believes she
may actually be cheated out of her inheritance, and that the
deeds of her property may vanish. He rushes to warn
SeckendorfL Seckendorff has luckily already seen that
danger. He has hidden the documents.. Had he ivaited far